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LiD KiD Bulletin #3         November, 2012 

Learning in Depth works when YOU participate! 

 Thanks to all the parents and SFU student teachers who have joined us at school and to parents 

participating at home. 

 Topics can be explored in a variety of ways at home. The chart below has lots of ideas. 

Thanks to Ms. Forbes for helping to create this list. Send us your ideas! 

 Do you have artifacts that relate to any of our topics? Please send them to school. 

Magazines, books, photographs, games, puzzles, drawings work for all topics. The chart below 

offers some ideas for specific topics. 

 Do you have expertise or a passion for any of these topics? Complete the form on the last 

page and return it to the school office. 

 

Topic 
Useful Artifacts (please send to 

school, we will distribute to students) 
Some things to do at home 

storms 

 Rain gauges 

 Wind socks 

 Weather vanes 

 Weather maps 

 Make a barometer to predict weather 

 Measure the rain over a period of time 

clocks 
 Old analogue watches or clocks 

 3D puzzles or models 

 Old digital watches or clocks 

 Make a list of time keeping devices in your home. 

Synchronize their time. Do they all keep the same 

time? 

technology 

 Parts from old computers, fax 

machines, adding machines, 

calculators, keyboards 

 Have a technology free day. 

 List the technology in your home. What did people 

do before these inventions? 

 What defines technology? 

numbers 

 Dice 

 Playing cards 

 Go on a number hunt in your home and/or in the 

community. Discuss the purpose of the numbers. 

 Interview family/friends to discover numbers that 

are lucky/unlucky for them. What makes them so? 

insects 

 Magnifying glasses 

 Fossilized insects 

 Observe insects around your home. What makes 

them choose their living spaces? Do they choose? 

What do they prey upon? Who are their predators? 

What purpose do they serve in the environment? 

 What are they doing? 
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circus 
 Juggling balls or scarves 

 Magic sticks 

 Try some circus arts – learn to juggle! 

 Become a pet tamer. Teach your pet a new skill. 

 Create a model circus. 

games 

 Old games, the kind with 

metal/wood pieces rather than 

plastic 

 Old game boards that can be used 

to create new games 

 Play games together as a family. What makes the 

game work? What are the strategies for success? 

How much is up to chance? Do you prefer card, 

board or puzzle games? 

 Create a game together and play. 

 Play games in the car that make you look out the 

window. Look for car colours or types. Find 

particular letters or words on signs.  

wood 

 Carvings 

 Scrap wood for building 

 Interesting objects made from 

wood: jewelry, puzzles, shoes… 

 Take a household or neighbourhood tour. Look for 

items made of wood. Why is wood the chosen 

material?  

 Visit a woodshop. 

 Whittle a stick. 

 Build a toy box or bookshelf. 

cooking 

 Interesting recipes 

 Old cookbooks 

 Cooking utensils 

 Aprons 

 Chef hats 

 Cook a favourite recipe together and photograph 

the experience. Glue the photos into your LiD 

journal. 

 Have a “Master Chef” night in which you feature a 

secret ingredient. Create a meal in which each dish 

uses this ingredient in some way. 

bridges 

 Popsicle sticks 

 Balsa wood 

 Toothpicks 

 Lego 

 Interview family members to discover how bridges 

affect their lives. Are there any bridges they 

especially like/don’t like? Why? 

 Research cities famous for their bridges. 

 Visit bridges around metro Vancouver. How many 

types are there? What are they bridging? Take 

pictures! 

musical 

instruments 

 Bottle caps (to make tambourines) 

 Wood blocks 

 Rhythm sticks 

 Elastics (to make a box guitar) 

 Maracas 

 

 Make musical instruments – ideas can be found 

through Google 

 Learn to play an instrument 

 Create a family band 

 Learn to play the spoons! 

 Fill glasses with varying amounts of water and tap 

them. Notice the different sounds. What’s 

happening? 

glass 
 Glass beads 

 Small stained glass pieces 

 Sea glass 

 Go on a window tour and note the various types 

and functions of glass used. 

 Visit a glass factory (there is one on Granville 
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 Eye glasses 

 Art glass 

Island) 

water 

 Plastic test tubes with lids for water 

sample collection 

 Magnifying glasses 

 Ph sticks 

 Visit a body of water a few times each year and 

notice what is living in and around it. Take photos 

and record ideas in your LiD journal. 

 Collect water samples to look at under a 

microscope 

 Put some food colouring in a glass of water and 

add a tall celery stick. Watch and discuss what 

happens! 

ponds 

 Plastic test tubes with lids for water 

sample collection 

 Magnifying glasses 

 Ph sticks 

 Visit a local pond. What lives in and out of the 

water? What is the water source? How does it 

change over the seasons? Is it endangered in any 

way? 

 What’s the difference between a pond and a lake? 

bees 

 Fossilized bees 

 A honeycomb 

 Bee hive smoker 

 Bee keeping suit 

 

 Find out about honey varieties 

 Have a honey tasting 

 Visit a local apiary and learn about bee behavior 

and bee-keeping 

 Talk about how bees are the same/different from 

other flying insects 

 Collect pollen 

maps 

 Aerial maps  

 Old city maps 

 Games using maps (e.g. Ticket to 

Ride, Scotland Yard) 

 Map your bedroom, house or neighbourhood. 

 Create an emergency escape map for your home. 

 Use a compass to find North, South, West, East 

 Play orienteering games 

spacecraft 

 NASA materials 

 Model spacecraft 

 Space food 

 Visit an outdoor store and look at camping food. 

Lots of it is based on what the astronauts eat! 

 How do you live on the Space Station? 

 Build a spacecraft using a large cardboard box. 

aircraft 

 Models 

 Aircraft parts 

 Maps used by pilots 

 Pilot wings 

 What kinds of aircraft fly in extreme weather? How 

are they built differently from other aircraft? 

 What kinds of aircraft perform rescue missions? 

 What is the largest/smallest passenger aircraft? 

 When is a propeller plane better than a jet plane? 

 Attend the Abbotsford Air Show. 

 Go to the airport and plane spot. 

 Access air traffic control through your computer 

and listen to the language. How are aircraft 

identified? What is the alphabet used? How are 

runways identified? 
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leaves 
 Leaves 

 Leaf art 

 Create leaf art e.g. texture rubbings 

 Photograph a favourite tree and observe how its 

leaves change seasonally. 

worms 

 Magnifying glasses 

 

 build a worm compost 

 grow plants in worm soil and regular soil. What do 

you notice? 

edible 

plants 

 a variety of root vegetables (send 

these on a Wednesday only!) 

 

 make vegetable soups and stews 

 create still life drawings and paintings 

 compare edible and non-edible plants. Who/what 

decides? 

mushrooms 

 A variety of mushrooms (send 

these on a Wednesday only!) 

 Go on a mushroom hunt in a nearby yard or park. 

 Observe the undersides of mushrooms using a 

magnifying glass. What do you notice? 

 Create a garden of edible mushrooms. 

soil 

 A variety of soil samples 

 Photos or pictures of soil layers 

 Visit an area with a variety of soil types and/or 

layers e.g. a delta or mountainous area. What do 

you notice about the layers of soil? What does this 

tell us about the earth? 

 Watch water runoff. How does this impact soil? 

flowers  Seeds for us to plant 

 Flower pots 

 Grow a flower garden. What insects are attracted? 

bones 

 Clean, dry bones 

 X-rays 

 Model skeletons 

 Dry out bones from a roasted chicken and try to 

rebuild the carcass. 

 Make soup stock from scratch. Try osso bucco. 

 Experiment with the way bones can break. In what 

way does this knowledge help us understand: the 

archaeological record, crime scenes, the structure 

of the human skeleton? 

 Examine x-rays and compare the bones of various 

animals including the human animal! 

seeds 

 Seeds! 

 Containers for planting seeds 

 Visit a bulk food store and purchase seeds to 

compare and grow 

 Grow an avocado seed in the window 

 Create a mosaic of seeds 

buttons 
 Buttons! 

 Examples of button art or button 

jewelry 

 Visit a button store 

 Make button art 

 What is the history of buttons? 
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Fairy tales 
 Unusual fairy tales 

 Multi-cultural tales 

 Create a family fairy tale. Retell it orally over time. 

Notice how the story changes/grows. What 

happens when the story is written down? 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

RETURN THIS FORM TO YOUR CHILD’S TEACHER OR THE SCHOOL OFFICE. 

Do you have expertise or a passion for any of these topics? Complete the form below and return 

it to the school office. 

Name:  ________________________________________________ email: ____________________________ 

I have expertise about or a passion for ________________________________________ 

I am willing to share my expertise/passion with a small group of students. Yes/No 

I am available (list days/times) to do this: _______________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

 

 


